
Chinese New Year  

Except for a very few number of people who can keep track of when the Chinese 
New Year should be, the majority of the Chinese today have to rely on a typical 
Chinese calendar to tell it. Therefore, you cannot talk of the Chinese New Year 
without mentioning the Chinese calendar at first.  

A Chinese calendar consists of both the Gregorian and lunar-solar systems, with 
the latter dividing a year into twelve month, each of which is in turn equally 
divided into thirty- nine and a half days. The well-coordinated dual system 
calendar reflects the Chinese ingenuity.  

There is also a system that marks the years in a twelve-year cycle, naming each of them 
after an animal such as Rat, Ox, Tiger, Hare, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Sheep, Monkey, 
Rooster, Dog and Boar. People born in a particular year are believed to share some of the 
personalities of that particular animal. 
 
From: http://www.goalsguy.com 
 


